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Causes of Death.—Table 18 summarizes the most recent figures for deaths and death 
rates in Canada grouped according to the International Abbreviated List of 50 Causes. 
Over 80 p.c. of the deaths are caused by diseases of the heart and arteries, cancer, accidents, 
diseases of early infancy, the respiratory diseases, and nephritis. Because of the rise in the 
average age at death during the past thirty years, the proportion of deaths from causes that 
affect older people has increased. Cancer and diseases of the cardiovascular-renal systems 
now account for a larger proportion of all deaths. By the same token, deaths from causes 
that mainly affect children and young adults have declined. 

MAIN CAUSES OF DEATH, 1931 TO 1964 
(RATE PER 100,000 POPULATION) 
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18.—Deaths and Bates per 100,000 Population, according to the International 
Abbreviated List of 50 Causes, 1963 and 1961 
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Scarlet fever and streptococcal sore throat. 
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